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On Western Style Clothes and Sewing Machines
of their early period in Japan (Part3)

by Haruyo Onaka

Part Two of this report discussed how Japanese women began to wear Western
style clothes. In Part Three I want to consider the “Rokumeikan” period, when upper
class Japanese ladies dressed gaily to vie with others in splendor, and the circumstances
due to which the popularity of Western clothes either increased or declined.

After the Meiji Restoration, assimilation of thought, culture and system from the
West influenced the way of thinking of both the government and the people. The idea

. of democratic popular rights was elevated and the Press became animated. People were
dazzled by the advanced material civilization of foreign countries, and both materially
and morally sang the praises of imported goods. :

Ini the fifteenth year of Meiji, the then government advocated a policy of Westerniza-
‘tion as helpful to the progress and acceleration of the revision of the commercial treaty
over which the government had taken great pains. _

This showed a tendency among high Japanese circles to wear Western dress and it
was at this time that loud manners and customs became the vogue among some of
them: Modern innovations were established in tailors’ and dressmakers’ shops and
foreign tailors and dressmakers were employed to improve their technical skill in making

-~ high-class women’s clothes. This period is called the “Rokumeikan” period.
" Reactionary ultranationalism came to the front however, and a great deal of criticism
was levelled at the Westernization and foreign policies of the government. As a result,

. the Ito. Cabinet finally resigned in a body, ending the “Rokumeikan” period.
Consequently foreign clothes gradually began to disappear from among women and
. so, the business became dull. Up to the end of the Meiji period Western clothes among
. women in general did not make progress, except those foreign clothes worn by members

i~of the Imperial Family and some other special people.
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