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On Western Style Clothes and Sewing Machines
of Their Early Period in Japan (Part 4)

Education for Women and Needlework

Haruyo ONAKA

As the introduction of Western culture into Japan came to be remarkably flourish- '
ing with the Restoration of 1868, the general public gradually advocated the equality -
of educational opportunity based on the new ideas of equality of man and that of
sexes.

In 1872, they enacted the educational system by means of which not only the
objective of the compulsory education was established but also the school education
was arranged thoroughly. In addition to government and public schools a large ’
number of private schools were founded in Japan.

On the other hand, Christian missionaries who were dispatched' from their
countries to Japan rendered great services to the school education of Japan in the -
fields of language teaching, literature and other courses of study.

Then they found a new meaning in the necessity of the education of women, too;
and that paved the way for the establishment of girls’ high schools where the introduc-
tion of needlework art gradually came to be diffused. And it gave rise to a new
course of study, namely, dressmaking. Thus what was founded in the cradle years
of modern Japan led her to make great strides in the higher education of women.
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