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Abstract

Focusing from a viewpoint of life-span developmental psychology on several aspects of relations between
parents and children in a family, we study how nurturance forms and develops as function of the family
through the course of personal life. We sent a questionnaire to 4,200 females whose ages range from 20 to
80, and received answers from 979 respondents. The questionnaire included a face sheet asking the respon-
dent about marriage, the number of children, the number of siblings, occupation, the number of people in the
family, rearing environment and so on. The questionnaire also contained inquiries about the rearing attitude
of parents, relationship to parents and attitudes towards care for parents. Analysis of the face sheet shows
that the number of people in a family, and the number of children, begin to decrease after World War II, and
that the decrease becomes outstanding ten years after the war. It can be seen that the rearing environment
changes widely at the same time. The number of people in a family reaches a peak for the respondents in
their forties and the dominant members of a family become a wife and a husband for the respondents in their
sixties. Analyzing relationship to parents shows four factors: dependence on parents, stable partnership with

parents, observance to parents, and parents being obedient to grandparents.
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