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Summary

Freiburg im Breisgau, located in southwest Germany, is often considered to be one of the leading cities regarding envi-
ronmental practices. This has earned it the title of “eco-city” a number of times.

As part of a two-week international study program in Germany, Japanese high school and undergraduate students
were asked to conduct an impromptu field study to verify their preconceptions of environmental awareness in Germany
through direct observations and follow-up interviews with local citizens. The participants were then encouraged to actively
reflect on the contrasts between their original assumptions and their actual experiences in town.

This allowed the participants to gain further insight into media constructions and increase their understanding about
cultural differences, as well as leading them to new conclusions regarding their own consciousness concerning environ-
mental issues in their everyday lives.

This is part I of a paper divided into two sections. The focus of this section is on the analysis of the data collected
during the field study and concludes with a commentary on the results and the study program itself. (Part Two)
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