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Hole Hole Bushi: A Work Song Composed by the Japanese Immigrants
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BEEPHSE & GBIE Lice L L1900ED & / WATHPICE T 5 <2 b RIS Bifs
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BoT, PHYEFNVEREDL->TVWEDREHNOENLNIMLTHS S,
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"Let us preserve Hole Hole Bushi as a legacy of our Issei Pioneers and sing whole-
heartedly, so that this song will never be lost. It will remain forever as an important

part of our tradition and passed from one generation to the next." *
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Summary

Hawail was once called "Sugar Kingdom." The first successful sugar plantation was
founded by three New Englanders at Koloa, Kauai in 1835. Soon after it began operating,
sugar production gradually increased. Gold rush in California and the Civil War caused a
sugar boom in Hawaii and the plantaion became "Big Business." New sources of labor were
needed to solve the labor shortage.

A lot of immigrants from China, Japan, Portugal, Germany and the South Sea
Islands came to Hawaii. The Japanese came as contract laborers for the first time in 1868.
Though they dreamed of earning much money and quickly becoming rich, they realized
Hawaii was not a paradise but a place like a hell. They complained unfamiliar food, poor
living conditions, treatment by the lunas. To comfort themselves and better the monoto-

nous field work, they composed "Hole Hole Bushi." "Hole hole" is a Hawaiian word which
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means to strip the leaves off the sugar cane stalks by hand and "bushi" is a Japanese word
for a song.

Hole Hole Bushi is a kind of a work song in which they used so-called pidgin, a mix-
ture of Japanese,Hawaiian and English words. The verses of the song vividly tell about
their daily lives on plantation: their dreams, disappointment, hard work, homesickness,
gossip, hatrid for the lunas and so on. The Japanese laborers sang this song loudly in the

cane fields to give cheer to themselves.

Hawaii, Hawalii the best
I even dreamed of Hawaii
But what a disappointment

I wept in the sugar cane field.

Around 1910s there were more than 100 versions, but they gradually disappeared
and now only 40 remains. The song was passed orally from person to person in two styles:
the plantation style and the tea house style.

Harry Urata, a nisei musician restored the song and as the result of his effort it was

added to the Asian Collection at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington D.C.

130



