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Table 1. Distributio of Hermatypic corals

Locality Latitude Water temperature (* C ) Number of genus
Tateyam Bay 35° 10 ° 129 —252 19
Moreton Bay 27° 307 S 16.7—25.6 14
Kushimoto 33° 30 ° 17.4—283 42

Heron Island 23° 207 S 18.3—284 34
Okinawa Island 26° 30 ° N 20.0—295 67

Low Isles 16° 30 S 220—295 54
Ryukyu Islands 24—30° N 20.0—30.8 71

Great Barrier Reef 9° 7/ —24° 77 S 245—317 68
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Abstract

The Frankland Islands are a group of five is-
lands, High, Normanby, Mabel, Round and
Russell.

Outcrobs of metamorphic rock, the islands are
part of the coastal mountain range separated
from the mainland by a rise in sea level about
eight thousand years ago.

The coral reefs of the Frankland Islands are
fringing reefs.

The horn-shaped corals (Acropora) which grow
in quiet water are distributed in the reef flat be-
tween Normanby Island and Mabel Island.

The corals with short, thick branches which
grow in rough water are distoributed in the
area of Kushimoto (Fig.5).

With elevation, many noches are formed along

The islands
are surrounded by fringing reefs (Fig.5).

the coast of the Yaeyama Islands.

The northern limit of the recent coral reefs is

also discussed.
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