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Abstract
Based on the obituary on the Japanese newspaper Yomiuri Shimbun, the causes of death among Japa-
nese male subjects were investigated. The results were as follows :

1) In the classification by year, it was noted that the death occurred more frequently in the order of
heart diseases, malignant neoplasm, and pulmonary diseases. These cases accounted for about 70% of all.
It is anticipated that the death due to pneumonia and tuberculosis would increase further in future.

2) When classified by month, there was no change in the order of causes of death according to month in

1991, while some changes were noted in the order of causes in 1999 .

3) In the classification by age, liver diseases were at the third rank in the age group of 45-59 years old.

4) In the classification by profession, the death caused by heart diseases was more frequently found than
the other diseases in the professions such as company directors, freelances, politicians, sportsmen, law
yers, and persons of religion. No such specific difference was observed in the cases of entertainment tal
ents, public officials, civil servants, and medical professions.

5) According to ICD-10 concerning death certificate as enforced in 1995, the rules for the selection of
death causes were more clearly defined. There was definite difference in the death causes before and after
the year 1995.

Those who are reported on obituary of newspaper are the subjects who were usually working harder,
more frequently subjected to mental and physical stress, and had derogatory causes such as irregularities
in life style and meals. It appears that the causes of death among these people show a tendency different

from ordinary Japanese people.
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