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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to show the change of nursing students’ communication skills in the nursing practicum,
between the second- and third-year students. A longitudinal comparison was conducted, by applying an anonymously
administered questionnaire survey using the nurses’ communication skills scale (NCSI), on second-year nursing students
after the fundamental nursing practicum and the third-year nursing students after the professional nursing practicum. A total
of 102 second-year students (response rate: 98.1%) and 100 third-year students (response rate: 99.0%) took part in the
survey. As results of Wilcoxon rank-sum tests, “talking skill of conforming to the patient” (p = .008), “skill of listening to
the feelings that cannot be expressed in words” (p = .005), “skill of making physical contact” (p = .015), “skill of showing
a will to listen to the patient” (p < .0001), and “skill for establishing the initial relationship” (p = .031) were significantly
higher for the third-year students than those for the second-year students. According to the results that were extracted from
the factor analyses, the second-year students put a stronger emphasis on the basic elements of communications, and the
third-year students establish communication structures that are focused on the patients. The results of the survey indicate
the change of attitude toward professional communications by the third-year students after the professional nursing
practicum, more elaborately than such change made by the second-year students after the fundamental nursing practicum.In
regards to the mental burden of foster mothers, it was found that as a foster child gets older, a foster mother's sense of
burden increases, and the mental burden on a foster mother also increases if the foster child has a developmental disorder
or symptoms of being emotionally disturbed.
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