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Summary

Tule Lake is one of the ten Concentration Camps during the World War II. It was
different from the other nine camps. When so called Loyalty Registration took place
in February, 1943, the Japanese American inmates had to answer whether they were
loyal to the United States or not. As some 46% of the inmates refused to register, Tule
Lake became Segregation Center for the disloyals, most of whom were Issei and Kibei.
Disappointed in the United States itself, they intended to go to Japan to be Japanese
citizens.

Some of the disloyals formed some extreme pro-Japan groups and made resistance
to War Relocation Authority. A lot of unhappy incidents happened and life in the
camp got confused. But all of the disloyals were not trouble makers. Jkuo Maruyama
gathered about 500 young people to form Tule Lake Young Men and Women’s Associ-
ation. The members published their bulletin named Doto (Rough Waters), whose edi-
tor was Akira Fujita. Fujita was fond of literature and wrote many short stories
which depicted camp life.

Lovers of the literature also organized a group to publish literary magazine called
Tetsusaku (Barbed Wire). They spent days trying to write poems, essays, short stories
whose themes were their agony of being forced to live in the camp though they were
the U. S. citizens. They made effort to create Kibei literature which was neither Ja-
panese nor Caucasian literature.

After the war Akira Fujita and Tetsusaku group met again in Los Angeles and pu-
blished Nanka Bungei (South California Literary Magazine), which continued for
more than twenty years since then. So Tule Lake is thought to be important as a

birthplace of Kibei Literature.

(21)



