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Summary

Immediately after the Japanese attack on pearl Habor on December 7, 1941, the
leading figures of the Japanese society were arrestnd by FBI as alien enemies. When
President F. D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order No. 9066 on February 19, 1942, all
the Americans of Japanese ancestry, whether citizens or not, were uprooted from their
residence and sent to sixteen assembly centers and then to ten relocation centers
surrounded by barbed wire. These relocation centers were virtually concentration
camps which were not suitable for living. Japanese Amricans were forced to live
there nearly for three years. This is one of the dark pages of American history.

War Relocation Authority (WRA) encouraged internees to take part in various
kinds of activities to make their life more enjoyable. One of them was a literary
movement. As Japanese were fond of poetry by nature, they organized poetry club
and published literary magazines. In Poston Relocation Center, Arizona, monthly
magazines, Mojave and Poston Art and Literature were published. Editors and cont-
ributors were issei and kibei (sons and daughters of issei educated in Japan). Though
they wrote poetries,short stories or essays on many different hobbies in Japanese
language, they avoided expressing their hardships or fury to the government which
treated them in the way against Constitution of the United States. However unjust
treatment they received, they tried to be good citizens and maintain order. These
magazines reflect Japanese Americans’ complicated feelings which WRA report failed
to tell.
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