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The Logical Construction and Problems Arising from
Bertrand Russell’s “The Theory of Nationalism”

by Mitsuo Kaneko

Nationalism, in theory, is the doctrine that men, by their sympathies and traditions,
form natural groups called nations.

Though nationalism is a simple and natural feeling in itself, it is apt to extend to a
very complex one, with primitive instincts and highly intellectual convictions, when
political power becomes a part of it.

Russell found that modern nationalism has political and economic character, and the
-essence of it is the sense of rivalry between one’s own nations and others. This conc-
lusion was arrived at through his analysis of the logical construction of nationalism by
considering its historical evolution.

He attached great importance to the religious elemets of nationalism, which consist
of desires for excitement, triumph, honor and power ; and when he examines nationalism
from such a viewpoint, it becomes patriotism like a religion.

The reason why patriotism in nationalism comes into question, is because it gives
an effective influence to culture and education. ‘

Therefore he intends to reject not only narrow-thinking nationalism but also the
teaching of false history.

How are we able to do away with the evils of nationalism? The only cure for
these evils is the diminution of nationalism — the transition to internationalism. Thus,
to win the peace of mankind, he extends the theory of world government.
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LAEBBTAEDOEMNEINTELEVIEEE, DPEVIBEREOFONTELHLTH
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ELTOBRERBHFEEL T %o
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\ the desire for excitement
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BRICEIETHETHAD EBELRLTV S,

ZLGERF Y aF ) X243, TEHIFRERELTCRET B3BRBEICV LSS, TEIFHOEAK
RFELELUTOMRMREEEOBEER L, BERF ¥ Y fA«@ﬂt%@%ﬂb%%b'c WD
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Nationalism—>Internationalism
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R AiZ, TOHE ﬁ©$jﬁﬁm&5&E¢%M§imgéwn&§ ASRMNCIIEHENII DD T
275, HRBAF (worldgovernment) DEH %S - bDTH 5, LrbZOHRBINOERR

— 141 —



HEFHAYTIERE $1E

L BICEZORE L s e, BEROBRKE, EHEOREHIBACEEZDOTREL,
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v aF ) XD, FHHEENMEL, HEBFOM E VS EEEECERINIEEI,
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