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by Takashi Suzuki

Religion of William James (1)

A Study concerning Sound Mindedness

James began his study of religion from the very point where D. Hume’s analyisis
of understanding came to dead lock. On the other hand G. Santayana recognized that
the imagination is the great unifier of humanity. What James called “sound minded-
ness ” will be synonimous with Santayana’s imagination.

Saund mindedness is the feeling that Nature is absolutedly good, that is the poetic
fiction. Another type of religios feeling is called the sick soul, which is based on the
permission that the evil aspects of our life are of its very essense. Both must be
unified in the Self. I will illuminate the feeling of human nature by grouping, com-

paring, and analyzing the “Sound Mindedness ”.
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