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A problem underlying Hume’s theory of feligion

Takashi SUZUKI

When we make a philosophical reflection on religion, we cannot help being
concerned with determining whether we can acquire any knowledge of religion, or
whether it has an objective rationale. In thinking about the foundations of religion
Hume wanted to know whether any problem of Divine Being can be proved to be
objectively justified.

The problem I wish to explore here is to find out what underlies Hume’s study
in ¢ Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion.” For Hume, to speak of religion was
to speak of something beyond the reach of human faculties. According to his analysis
of religion, I noticed that imagination played an important role in his * Dialogues ’”
and “Treatise.” Imagination works under currently whether positively or negatively.

I think it is the imagination that is a key to study Hume’s intentions in the
whole field of his religion and philosophy.
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