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A Study on Javanese Batik Dyeing (Part 1)
Materials and Dyeings

Sumiko URABE

Batik has been the most familiar and common dyeing to all the people in the
world since the very old days. Among all, Indonesian batik-Javanese Batik-is highly
valued because of it’s exsotic and fascinating pattern design, tone of colours and
solid dyeing fostered by the long tradition. It is said that Javanese Batik is unrivaled
native dyeing art. ‘

However, it is very regrettable that there are many bad quality Javanese Batiks
recently, even if we buy them in Java Island. Tnis is part I of a study on the
present circumstances of Javanese Batik. The study material is a booklet published
by Balai Penelitian Batik (Batik Laboratory), “BATIK”, which was obtained on the
occasion of the writer’s visit to Jogjakarta (Djokjakarta) in 1970.

According to this precious article on batik dyeing written in Indonesian Ianguage,
it is found that the most of dyestuff and materials of current Javanese Batik are
not natural but artificial ones. It is also found that these artificial dyestuff and
materials of batik are not used properly in the producing process. Part 1 of deals
with materials and dyeings current Javanese Batik.
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Primissima II Japan Golden Gate 42 17.5
Primissima Sen merah 42 17.5
" Djangkrik 42 17.5
” Sen biru 42 17.5
Prima [ Japan Five Stars 42 17.5
Prima PPIP-Pekalongan
” Ajam Mas 42 17.5
” Mendjangan Dua Biru 42 17.5
7 Ringgit Mas (KroonMas) 42 17.5
7 Prangko Djawa 42 17.5
” Ikan Tiga 42 17.5
” Batik Perak 42 17.5
” Sawah Mas (Potong Padi) 42 17.5
” Srimpi 42 17.5
” Wajang Bimo 42 17.5
Biru I Japan Lampu ? 41.5 48
7 ” Unta 42 48
Biru II ” Ajam Alas 41.5 48
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” Koperasi-Pekadjangan 42.5 48
Blatjo I Idem 42.5 48
Blatjo ” Tjap tangga 43 48
” P.B. U. Garut 30 48
Medium 7 Ajam Bear Biru 42 48
” V4 Blekok 42 48
” ” Wungu 42 48
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1) Balai Penelition Batik & Keradjinan: BATIK (1971)
2) AEXHHEEERVE— 7197, 2~6 (1966)



