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Abstract

Owing to the acceptance of Potsudam Declaration, Japan endeavored to introduce the democratic education system.
On December 31, the Supreme Command for the Allied Powers ordered the Ministry of Education (=MOE) to suspend
teaching 3 subjects (Morals, Japanese History, Geography ) and to revise the textbooks. MOE proposed the plan of
resuming Civics instead of rewriting the Morals textbook. After long negotiation, only the teacher’s guide for Civics
was granted to draft. Seishiro Aoki, former President of Tokyo Kasei University, was appointed to be in charge of
writing the teacher’s guide for elementary school Civics. The aim of Civics was to develop pupil’s character, intellect
and ability appropriate for a good citizen. Aoki invented a teaching method called Life Guidance, which guide pupil to
learn the democratic way of life and attitude in his/her ordinary life. Several years later, Aoki as University President
advocated Life Principle, which recommend not only students but also faculty to be wise, diligent and love each other.
We presume that the Life Principle was established as Life Guidance for students as well as faculty to be good citizens

in the democratic campus society.
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