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Abstract
The Japanese way of legal thinking and attitudes toward litigation are said to be different from those of Western
countries. It is claimed that the Japanese prefer mediation and arbitration to litigation. The Japanese solve conflicts by
social relationship, while Westerners litigate easily. This contrast, however, is too simple. The Roman and Germanic law,
the origins of modern Western law, made efforts to solve conflicts by modus-process and communicative relations. We
should refer to the perspective of legal system and jurists when we examine precisely the legal thinking and attitudes in

Japan and Western countries.
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