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summary

Mihals, a pair of musical instruments similar to castanets, were created by Miharu Chiba before the
Second World War. Although it had once spread rather widely in J. apah, it gradually disappeared and has
not been used any more. Nowadays, a similar instrument, Hand-casta (Japanese style castanets), which
was devised by a Japanese after the war, is very popular in early education. The purpose of this article is
twofold: Firstly, I try to explore why Mihals were replaced by Hand-casta after the war. Secondly, I
would like to emphasize merits of Mihals: Children can hold them in a comfortable position and, thus,

play them easily while dancing. Feasibility to introduce Mihals into early education is discussed as well.
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