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Reconstruction of the “Representative Response-Play” Theory :
A Proposal for the Interpretation of Peirce’s Semiotics

Shina Midorima

The study examined the existing interpretation of “representative response-play,” and proposes a new
way of interpretating the theory using Peirce’s semiotics. Since “representative response—play” theory
emphasizes the importance of process rather than of what has been represented, the theory of semiotics
developed by Charles Sanders Peirce is a uneful tool for understanding the process. In his theory, three
categories, firstness (icon), secondness {index), and thirdness (symbol) are helpful for understanding

L)

children’s processes of pretend play. These can be translated into the processes of “feeling” “naming” and
“meaning” in children’s pretend play. His translation may be helpful for teachers to enhance children’s
pretend play.
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