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This study investigates how bilingual children born to international marriage
couples use languages, focusing on their language choice. Although
previous studies have indicated that bilingual children choose languages
according to listeners, little is known about indirect listeners who are at a
conversation site but do not participate in the conversation. To determine
whether indirect listeners affect bilinguals’ language choice, we constructed
a corpus of two families’ conversations at home. Here we found that, when
two bilingual children talked to their Japanese-speaking mothers, the rate of
their Japanese use was changed according to the presence of their fathers
who are not fluent in Japanese. This finding demonstrates that two parents
are desirable to be fluent in their two languages so that their children use

both languages frequently.
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