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Abstract

This study aims to follow the Japanese midwifery policy in Meiji era and discuss the management of midwives in consideration of how
the midwifery rules were put into practice in each local government in the course of midwifery rule-making process. The articles about
midwives in the Japanese official gazettes were collected as historical records, and classified by title and contents for analysis. As a result
of the analysis, it was clarified that the process by which the training and licensing of midwives are systematized and the securing of personnel is
promoted by the operation of maternity regulations by local governments. However, there are differences in the ratio of types of maternity
licenses and the allocation of the number of midwives from region to region, and as a result of formulating maternity training and testing methods
according to the characteristics of each region, there were also differences in the quality of midwifery. It was suggested that there were multiple
factors behind this, such as a lack of medical resources and an increase in the number of births.
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