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Summary

In May, 1942, Dick Yoshiharu Kaya, a young Japanese American gardener, was evacuated from his
residence in Pasadena, Ca., under the Executive Order No. 9066. He was a Kibei, a native-born American
educated in Japan. He was forcibly taken to Tulare Assembly Center and then to Gila River Relocation
Center which was surrounded by barbed wire fences. There he was required to answer the questionaire
War Relocation Authority offered. It was so called loyalty question and it devided the people in the Center
into two groups: the ““loyals’’ and the *‘disloyals.’”” He became disloyal because he was subjected to loss
of everything that went with life in normal American communities. He ws transferred to the Tule Lake
Segregation Center and interned there until the spring of 1946. At Tule Lake he renounced his U.S.
citizenship.

Dick Y. Kaya was one of the 2,522 Kibei who had once renounced his U.S. citizenship but kept staying
in the U.S. without going to Japan. When he was finally released from the Center, he went to Salt Lake
City and experienced various hardships with his wife. His property ws only $160 when he began working
as a dish washer at Hotel Utah. His wife had a daughter born dead because of her mental and physical
fatigue. In the spring of 1947, he finally returned to Los Angeles County. After he worked on a flower
grower’s farm for a whle, he started a business as a contract gardener as he had been before the war.

The mass suits for the cancellation of renunciation of citizenship and the forced removal to Japan re-
mained in courts for a long time. The key figure of the suits was Wayne M. Collins, an Irish American
lawyer. Collins believed Nisei (the second generation of the Japanese immigrant) fell into Roosevelt ad-
ministration’s trap when they renounced their citizenship. Without this lawyer, Dick and other disloyals
could not have got their citizenship again. It was fourteen years before Dick finally got his U.S. citizen-
ship back, while he could rebuild his life with his wife and two daughters.

He has been branded as a ‘‘No-No Boy’’ or the ‘“disloyal’’ and ignored in the history of the Japanese

Americans. But it is Dick and the other Kibei who were the victims of the U.S. wartime mistake.
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