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The Desert is My Home Tokiko Inouye
The desert is my home :

Ilove its sun and sands,

Ilove its vastness, centuries’ sleep ;

It challenges, comrades !

At night the cold stars crystallize,
Opalescent, free ;
T exult in their ageless eyes,

Thir silence envelope me.

This desert is my home,
This the open plaines
And endless sage beneath hot suns,

The sky and sudden rains.

From golden dawn to red sunset,
The desert beckons, calls ...
I love its freedom wilderness,

Unlimited by walls.

And this will be my home ;
The desert sands I'll plod,
Far out beneath its skies and stars,
To be alone with God.”
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Summary

During World War 11, Executive Order 9066 forced the Japanese Americans out of military sensitive
areas along the Pacific coast. They were evacuated from all the designated areas and transported to the
assembly centers. A few months later they had to move to permanent relocation centers.

One of them was the Gila River Relocation Center located in Arizona desert, totally barren environ-
ment. War Relocation Authority encouraged residents to organize various club activities to soften their
hearts which had a tendency to harden under the circumstances.

WRA published community newspaper, The Gila News Courier in both English and Japanese. People
contributed poems and essays to the paper. Two‘remarkable literary magazines published in the Gila Center
were The Youth and Shigarami. The former was a bulletin published by the Gila Young People’s Associa-
tion, which was the kibei (nisei educated in Japan) organization. The latter was Senryu (a short satirical
poem) magazine by the Gila Senryu Shigarami Group. The members of the Gila Young People’s Associa-
tion made efforts to develop their culture while they stayed in the center, but they were branded as a dan-
gerous pro-Japan group. Though WRA officials prohibited them to publish their bulletin, the members
persuaded them and continued their activities. They overcame such a difficulty many times.

Most of the Association members were classified as disloyal to the U.S. and transported to the Tule
Lake Segregation Center in the fall, 1943. They organized again the same sort of associations there and

made remarkable contribution to create kibei literature.
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