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Summary

One of the Japanese American concentration
camps of the World War II was Central Utah
Relocation Center called Topaz. It was located
at the end of the Sevier Desert in central Utah
and about 8,000 evacuees from the Sen Francisco

Bay Area were incarcerated there.

WRA newspaper Topaz Times was published
both in English and Japanese. Some young
Nisei (the second generation Americans of
Japanese ancestry) who belonged to the WRA
Project Report Division published literary and
arts magazine Trek and ALL Aboard. Among
the staffs were an outstanding writer and an
artist, Tosio Mori and Mine Okubo.

Before the evacuation, Mori had been making
effort to be a professional writer like William
Saloyan, while working in his father's nursery
in the daytime. He was about to publish his
collection of short stories, but the war prevented
him from doing so. Ironically free from nursery

labor, he could be devoted to writing for the

" fiest time in his life in the camp. He wrote

some short stories based on the Japanese
American camp life and contributed them to
these two magazines. It was in 1949 when Mori
finally published his book, Yokohama, Califor-
nia, including his short stories written in the
camp. He became a pioneer writer of the Japa-
Rediscovered in so called
he then

published Woman from Hiroshima and The

nese Americans.

Yellow Power Movement in 1970’s,

Chauvinist.
Mine Okubo had

reputaion before the war and she also kept

already  established
drawing scenes of the camps. After the war
Okubo published a collection of drawings and
essays, Citizen 13660, which was the first book
by the Japanese American internee, well re-
ceived by not only Japanese Americans but the
other Americans.

In 1975 a Nisei Writers’ Symposium was held
in San Francisco which featured four Japanese
American writers — Hiroshi Kashiwagi, Iwao
Kawakami, Tosho Mori and Yoshiko Uchida.
Three of them were interened in Topaz. The
literaty movement in Topaz influenced a lot on
these Nisei and played an important role to

encourage them to create their works.
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