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Summary

Most Japanese kindergarten and day care cen-
ters are equipped with a piano, an organ or an
electric keyboard. Teachers in kindergarten and
day care centers are supposed to use these instru-
ments to accompany the children when they sing
or do physical expression.On the other hand,
children use other musical instruments such as
castanets, triangles, tambourines, ring bells and
so on. Although these instruments are very popu-
lar in Japan, it has not been fully explored as to
when and how these instruments were introduced
to Japanese early childhood education. The
author tries to answer these questions. It will be
shown that these instruments were not chosen
because they were suitable to the early childhood
education of music. She reconsiders whether these
instruments are really desirable for the musical

education of children today.
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