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You taught me to believe in the right for life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
So when they ironically ask, do you believe?

I proudly answer, with my head held high;

I am an American.
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Then came the memorable December the Seventh.
Because of the blood that flows in my veins;
people were forsaken and shunned.
Discriminated they were put into camps.

Oh, how my heart was sore with grief;

For my America had lost a chance to
prove herself to the world.
Today forsaken, discriminated, trampled, and shake

I still believe in you, my America.

My America is not that America which put me
here.
My America is far greater, more beautiful,
the living dream of our forefathers.

Perhaps, that America is dead for some;
But for me, it is living underneath
in the hearts of true Americans.

So no matter how hard the test,
The suffering I may endure;

My destiny is forever linked with yours.

I still love you, my America.
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wica 4 + 7 XD “Imperfect Prairie” @ %5|
M3 3.
A watchtower lonely on the prairie
Goggled its gray monocle in the high wind.
Watching the slowness of the changing color
Of winter day, from deep purple of dawn
To yellow noon and to dark brown of dusk,
The prairie knew no strangers from the West Coast
Who from the corner of America
Uprooted into the center of America
To slip between military-cup and politico-lip
But the prairie was yellow from the beginning
And was still yellow,
Tho’ the winter has beaten her with,
The white of snow and the black of frost,
The wind changed, and hollowed
Its direction every day.
But the prairie stood unmoved,
Nonchalant of rise and fall of life

As though a heave of her abundant breast.

One snow-is-coming day

Stripped cottonwood trees ripped

The shoulder seams of the prairie.

--*Don’t carry high you chip.

The wind is sharp, 'nough to blow you down
You, down-and-outer!

And the low diving clouds menaced the wounded
homage.

There a wise old man said, “Seek the firesides
Of the meakness, under the cover of yellow
Skin of the prairie.” (like cattle safe in the corral)
Defied a young man—Stand high against

The wind of hatred, and shout the very battle-cry
of the War—

The expanse of the winter desolation

Seeped away their voices,

As frost thawed under sagebrushes

And the earth was as black as it could be.

Yet the prairie was yellow from the outlook.

...... S
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Summary

Literary movements in five of the U.S. concentra-
tion camps during the World War II were already
examined by this author. In this essay, literary
movement in the Granada Relocation Center is
discussed.

The Granada Relocation Center was located on
the desolate prairie in Colorado which was once a
hunting ground of the native Americans, the Chey-
enne Tribe. This was the smallest camp of all and
more than 90 percent of the evacuees were loyal to
the U.S. As any kind of riot did not happen, people
enjoyed their lives in peace in spite of the harsh
climate and poor living conditions.

There were various literary activities. Commu-
nity paper, The Granada Pioneerwas published
semi-weekly in both English and Japanese. Lovers
of literature contributed their works to the paper.
Shusui Matsui, Issei man of literature began
movement of “American Vagrant Literature”and
became an editor of the literary section of the Utah
Nippo. Sasabune Sasaki, an Issei essayist who was
the author of Amerika Seikatu (American Life)
before the war, also wrote many essays in several
newspapers. His essays full of wit and satire were
read by many Issei.

English literary magazine Pulse was published
as the supplement to The Granada Pioneer. Y oung

Nisei created poems, essays and short stories,
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expressing truly their thoughts. Among them magazine, NY Bungei with his friends. This
Yoshio Abe, who was a Nisei educated in Japan, magazine played an important role in Japanese
wrote poems and short stories, After the war he American literature as well as Nanka Bungei in
settled in New York and became an editor of The Los Angeles.

New York Shinpo. In 13955 he published literary
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