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A History of Childhood Music Education in Japan

— Shuji Isawa’s Idea of Music Education —

by

Junko Hosoda

The first Kindergarten in Japan was set up in 1876. Since then,not only teachers of kindergartens
but also people who were concerned with childhood education made great efforts to enhance the
quality of the education. Although they were involved in variety of activities,music education was,
presumably,one of the most important activities in those days. In this paper we would like to
focus our attention to Shuji Isawa,who is regarded as the founder of music education in Japan.
Particularly we emphasize that he regarded early education of singing as one of the most

important factors to develop children’s ability.
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