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Summary

There has once been a musical instrument called “Mihalus” in Japan. Holding the instrument in

both hands and beating each pieces, children can make sounds while they are dancing.

It disap-

peared about fifty years ago, and has never been.used since then.

Yet, it seems to me that Mihalus may be very helpful for early childhood education, and thus, I

tried to reproduce it and gave chances to children to use the reproduced Mihalus. In the previous

research, I have shown that three to five year old children played Mihalus while dancing.

The purpose of this research is to observe the reaction of one to two year old children to Mihalus.

It was observed that the sound of Mihalus seemed to make the children feel peaceful.

This result

is quite different from the one of the previous research on three to five year old children; they began

to dance when they played Mihalus.
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