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Summary

Politics of Eating and Gender System ——Margaret Atwood’s The Edible Woman

Margaret Atwood’s first novel The Edible Woman is permeated with food, suffused with scene of characters eating. She

brings food and eating (or not eating) into direct relationship with gender and cultural politics, using food and its activi-

ties to problematise assumed gender roles of the late 1950 and 1960's in urban Canada. Thus she suggests the predatory

nature of appetite and the protest signaled by its lack. This essay attempts to study such symbolism of eating through the

experience of her young protagonist, Marian MacAlpin who is rendered in terms of food.
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