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Summary

This paper is a consideration of the expectations surrounding the role of stories and story-telling in home education in
the late Meiji period. The Meiji period (1868-1912) was a time when the importance of home education to back up school
education was forcefully argued, in order to help the urgent development of a modern nation-state. In traditional society,
story-telling had the role of being a source of amusement and education to children and ordinary people: but from the
Meiji period onwards, the focus was increasingly put on the didactic purpose of story-telling. The argument was made
in particular that superstition and folk belief should be eradicated, and that stories should be used to explain and teach
things to children from a scientific, rational point of view. The view of story-telling as being a means to help Japanese

people modernize is symbolized in this stress on science and rationality.
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