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Abstract

Although most literary criticism correctly focuses on George Eliot's novels, there is a tremen-
dous benefit in placing those novels in a critical dialogue with her short fiction. An exploration
and examination of recurring themes in both the short stories and the novels allows the reader
reasonable access to both the macrocosmic and microcosmic filters of Eliot's personal and social
perceptions.

This paper places Silas Marner and ‘Brother Jacob’ in such a dialogical relationship to enhance
a fuller understanding of both. Indeed, there is already a chronological continuity between them.
Eliot commenced work on Silas Marner immediately after penning ‘Brother Jacob’, and the
motifs of lost gold and mental instability (or deficiency) resonate fully in both texts. It is only
when they are placed in conjunction with each other, however, that the reader becomes aware of
this continuity through a polarizing, through a mirroring rather than a simple doubling or echoing,
within the texts.

From Silas' lost gold and catalepsy to the recovered gold and portrayal as ‘Nemesis’ of the
simple-minded village idiot in 'Brother Jacob', and from the idiot's insatiable appetite for candy
to the role of sugar in Victorian Britain, this paper examines Eliot's perceptive social and psycho-
logical interests whilst simultaneously bringing critical attention to an important, though frequently
overlooked facet of Eliot's work.
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