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This paper offers a comparative analysis of two novels, Jane Eyre and Daniel Deronda, focusing on repre-

sentations of outdoor, physical leisure activities such as walking, horse-riding, archery and yachting to show

how narrative distance and moral judgement are encoded within the texts.

Such a comparison, particularly in relation to representation, focalisation and narrative distance helps

generate a fuller understanding of sensual and moral reading positions offered by both texts. Through this

strategy, not only is it possible to gain a fuller understanding of these canonical works, but one also gains a

deeper insight into the deep structural codes that determine their translation and interpretation by other

media, such as film and television dramatisations.
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