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Abstract

Though Shakespeare’s original texts have universal themes, it is sometimes difficult to directly convey them to

a modern audience, which tends to feel distanced from a playwright who wrote about 400 years ago. However,

Shakespeare productions in modern times are often transported to recent periods and contemporary locations, which

helps us feel connected with the world of Shakespeare and lets us relate the world to our own problems, current

events and values.

This paper surveys Shakespeare productions in the Globe Theatre in London and the RSC productions in

Stratford-upon-Avon in 2005, especially focusing on Pericles in the Globe and 4 Midsummer Night’s Dream by the

RSC. For each production succeeded not only in representing the crucial themes of the original text, but also in por-
traying images of life with which modern audience could identify. Lastly, in this paper the possibility of applying
the study of Shakespeare productions to English education in Japan is also discussed.
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