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Summary
North and South, Gaskell’s third novel, is not only an industrial novel, but also a Bildungsroman which follows the
heroine’s inner growth. This paper focuses on the heroine’s role as an agency who moves between middle class and laborer
class, promoting communication and understanding. Then the paper examines how the public sphere and the private

sphere conflict and influence each other, and how that is related with the heroine’s identity and inner growth.
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