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Summary

This paper reviews current trends in research on early childhood transitions in Germany and tries to give an
overview of various practical approaches to improve cooperation between preschool and elementary schools. Special
attention is given to the three-dimensional transition model of Griebel & Niesel and its implementation in the state
curricula. The Bavarian “Amberg model” and the community-based approach in the multi-state “ponte” study are
then explained in detail to demonstrate effective ways to mold transitional theories into sustainable forms of trans-
institutional cooperation. The paper closes with an attempt to use these findings to deliver a fresh perspective on

the ongoing debate about educational policies in Japan.
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