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Abstract

Through narratives provided by nursery teachers, this research observes the relationship between disaster victims
and nursery teachers providing disaster assistance at disaster area day care centers. Those nursery teachers who completed
disaster assistance projects as part of their work noted that they were successful, as opposed to nursery teachers who
categorized themselves as volunteers: in contrast, the latter individuals experienced problems during the assistance period.
Where a sense of reciprocity characterized assistance projects, the victims naturally accepted assistance, but rejected it
where they felt it was a “gift.” When professionals work as volunteers for long periods in disaster areas, we need to create a
feeling of reciprocity so that aid can be accepted by disaster victims naturally. Further, a system should be established that
provides support for disaster assistance volunteers throughout the period during which they provide assistance.
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