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Abstract

In this paper, the author investigates the origin of the use of the piano in early childhood education in Japan. Clara

Matsuno played the piano to accompany “Hoiku Shoka” on November Meiji 10 (1877), which was the first time in Japan,

for the opening ceremony of Kindergarten of Tokyo Women’s Teacher Training College. Later in this kindergarten, L.W.

Mason also played violin to accompany “Shoka”. Although the number of preschool teachers who were able to use piano or

violin was gradually increasing, it was still limited at that time. Many teachers could do nothing except clapping their hands

whilst singing “Shoka”.
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