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Abstract

The objective of this research is to clarify how childcare providers’ awareness of children with special needs is

developed as they interact with these children, and also explain how these interactions affect changes in this awareness.

Interviews were held with eight childcare providers working in a kindergarten and daycare center, and the interview

transcripts were analyzed with M-GTA. Nine concepts and five categories were generated from the results of this analysis.

The childcare providers described vague feelings of concern for the children with special needs. To resolve these feelings,

mental support for them and an indication of the direction of this support are required. Further, it was ascertained that a

climate within the childcare facility is needed. The diversity of such a transformation shows the importance of positive

looks from childcare providers who are influential within the childcare facility in conceptual transformation.



