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Abstract

The objective of this study was to analyze the behavioral characteristics of children who are considered “problematic” by
kindergarten teachers with few years of experience, and to clarify how these characteristics are addressed in actual practice.
The results show that many problematic children “used physical and verbal violence against others” and “said and did
things that were difficult for caregivers to understand.” Problematic children were often dealt with using responses

2 <

employed for children with developmental disorders, such as “suggesting alternative behavior,” “encouraging cool-downs,”
and “discouraging excessive reactions.” These results provide data on how new caregivers understand and deal with
problematic children. They also suggest it would be beneficial for supervisors and other experts to train kindergarten
teachers who have few years of experience to sublimate their caregiving practices in future encounters with problematic

children.
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