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In truth, there were so many anomalies in his character, and
though shrinking with diseased sensibility from public notice, it
had been his fatality so often to become the topic of the day, by
some wild eccentricity of conduct, that people searched his lineage

for a hereditary taint of insanity(a).
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But by what perversity of taste, had the artist represented his
principal figure as so wrinkled and decayed, while yet he had
decked her out in the brightest splendor of attire, as if the love-
liest maiden had suddenly withered into age, and become a moral

to the beautiful around her !‘*’
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Thus tossing to and fro, they might have been fancifully
compared to a splendid bunch of flowers, suddenly shaken by a
puff of wind, which threatened to scatter the leaves of an old
brown, withered rose, on the same stalk with two dewy buds;
such being the emblem of the window between her fair young

bridemaids‘®’.
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-+ ‘But so many weddings have been ushered in with the merriest
peal of the bells, and yet turned out unhappily, that I shall hope

for better future under such different auspices’(s)
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And now, in joyless age, she felt that some withered partner
should request her hand, and all unite in a dance of death, to the

music of the funeral bell.'®’
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No garb but that of the grave could have befitted such a death-
like aspect; the eyes, indeed, had the wild gleam of a sepulchral
lamp; all else was in the stern calmness which old men wear in

the coffin. The corpse stood motionless, but addressed the widow
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in accents that seemed to melt into the clang of the bell, which

fell heavily on the air while he spoke.(g)

ZLTESEOEILDDLIUFRIEE LEBT, EADL S ICEEWIILE
BEAWEB,» STEFICE 20T D TH 5,

“Come, my bride !” said those pale lips. “The hearse is ready.
The sexton stands waiting for us at the door of the tomb. Let us

be married; and then to our coffins 10
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.-+, the whole scene expressed, by the strongest imagery, the vain
struggle of the gilded vanities of this world, when opposed to -

age; infirmity, sorrow, and death.®V
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“You deem this mockery; perhaps madness. Had I bedizened my

aged and broken frame with scarlet and embroidery——had I
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forced my withered lips to smile at my dead heart——that might

12
have been mockery, or madness.” ?
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“But other husbands have enjoyed your youth, your beauty,
your warmth of heart, and all that could be termed your life.

What is there for me but your decay and death ?"@®
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It was not frenzy; it was not merely the drunkenness of strong
emotion, in a heart unused to it, that now wrought upon the
bride. The stern lesson of the day had done its work; her world-

: (16)
liness was gone.
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“Yes !” cried she. “Let us wed, even at the door of the sepulcher!
—My life is gone, in vanity and emptiness. But at its close, there
is one true feeling. It has made me what I was in youth; it
makes me worthy of you. Time is no more, for both of us. Let

us wed for Eternity (P
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“Beloved of my youth,” said he, “I have been wild. The despair
of my whole lifetime had returned at once, and maddened me.
Forgive ; and be forgiven. Yes; it is evening with us now; and
we realized none of our morning dreams of happiness. But let us
join our hands before the alter, as lovers, whom adverse circum-
stances have separated through life, yet who meet again as they
are leaving it, and find their earthly affection changed into
something holy as religion. And what is Time, to the married of
Eternity 27 (®
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Amid the tears of many, and a swell of exalted sentiment, in
those who felt aright, was solemnized the union of two immortal
souls. The train of withered mourners, the hoary bridegroom in

his shroud, the pale features of the aged bride, and the dead-bell

32



tolling through the whole, till its deep voice overpowered the
marriage words, all marked the funeral of earthly hopes. But as
the ceremony proceeded, the organ, as if stirred by the sympa-
thies of this impressive scene, poured forth an anthem, first
mingling with the dismal knell, then rising to a loftier strain,
till the soul looked down upon its woe. And when the awful rite
was finished, and, with cold hand in hand, the Married of
Eternity withdrew, the organ's peal of solemn triumph drowned
the Wedding Kneil."”
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